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Congress has provided the FAA with 
exclusive authority to regulate aviation 
safety, the efficiency of the navigable 
airspace, and air traffic control, among 
other things. 

State and local governments are not 
permitted to regulate any type of aircraft 
operations, such as flight paths or 
altitudes, or the navigable airspace. 

However, these powers are not the same 
as regulation of aircraft landing sites, which 
involves local control of land and zoning. 
Laws traditionally related to state and local 
police power – including land use, zoning, 
privacy, and law enforcement operations – 
generally are not subject to federal 
regulation.  

Cities and municipalities are not 
permitted to have their own rules or 
regulations governing the operation of 
aircraft. 

However, as indicated, they may generally 
determine the location of aircraft landing 
sites through their land use powers.

For Law Enforcement (cont’d) 

What are 
you doing 
with that 
drone? 
Questions and 
answers about this 
small Unmanned 
Aerial Systems 
(sUAS) drone 



Thanks for your interest 
in this sUAS operation. 

If you’ve just been handed this brochure, 
the recreational pilot is busy completing a 
flight, and for safety reasons, should not 
be disturbed. Most answers to common 
questions can be found below, and you 
may ask additional questions once the 
recreational aircraft is safely on the 
ground.

Please be assured that this recreational 
pilot: 

• Possesses a current TRUST 
certificate

• Is operating a properly FAA
registered unmanned aircraft

• Follows ALL Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) regulations

• Has received all necessary
permissions, waivers, and
clearances to fly at this location

For everyone’s safety… 

Please keep a safe distance from the 
recreational pilot, crew, equipment, and 
operational areas including landing site. 

What are you doing? 

There are many objectives recreational 
pilots perform, including but not limited 
to: 

• Aerial photography
• Aerial videography
• Private Land Management
• Roof inspection

A recreational pilot may also fly for 
training, equipment testing & calibration, 
and other non-job specific purposes. 

Do you need permission 
to fly from/over property? 

Recreational pilots may legally operate an 
unmanned aircraft (including takeoff and 
landing) FROM public property and 
private property (with permission). 

Registered aircraft may be flown OVER 
both public and private property without 
owner or controlling authority permission 
as long as the recreational pilot adheres 
to all FAA regulations, and in the case of 
controlled and restricted airspace, with 
permission from the controlling authority 
(FAA). 

Where can I learn more 
about UAS (drones) laws? 

If you’d like to learn more about the laws 
governing sUAS (including drones) or are 
interested in becoming a recreational or 
commercial remote pilot yourself, this 
FAA landing page is a great place to start: 

https://www.faa.gov/uas/ 

Or, if you prefer, you can jump right to the 
federal regulations: 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-
14/chapter-I/subchapter-F/part-107 

Please be aware that it is a violation 
of federal law to interfere with lawful 
aircraft operations. These laws 
include but are not limited to: 

• 49 U.S. Code § 46504 -
Interference with flight crew
members and attendants

• 18 U.S. Code § 32 -
Destruction of aircraft or
aircraft facilities




